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Mr. Branch is a true inspiration and a model 

of excellence in service. It is my privilege to 
represent him in Congress. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing Harold ‘‘HB’’ 
Branch III on winning the 2013 Courage in 
Learning Award, and on the remarkable life 
achievements this award represents. 
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RECOGNIZING UNWARRANTED 
STIGMA IN SICKLE CELL DISEASE 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 2, 2013 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, Congress has 
designated September as National Sickle Cell 
Disease Awareness Month to help focus atten-
tion on the need for research and treatment of 
sickle cell disease. Sickle Cell Disease is an 
inherited condition which affects an estimated 
100,000 individuals in the United States and 
millions globally. While the disease is most 
common among African Americans, it also oc-
curs in people of Hispanic, Indian, Caribbean, 
Mediterranean, Middle Eastern, and South 
Asian descent. 

Sickle cell anemia is the most common form 
of sickle cell disease (SCD). SCD is a serious 
disorder in which the body makes sickle- 
shaped red blood cells. ‘‘Sickle-shaped’’ 
means that the red blood cells are shaped like 
a crescent. They tend to block blood flow in 
the blood vessels of the limbs and organs 
which can cause pain and organ damage. Tis-
sue that does not receive normal blood flow 
eventually becomes damaged. This is what 
causes the complications of sickle cell dis-
ease. 

Creating more awareness and education 
about this disease remains a challenge of 
changing attitudes and dispelling myths about 
both the disease and about those who suffer 
from it. While those suffering from Sickle Cell 
are living longer, they continue to endure stig-
ma and other psychosocial issues, including 
stress, that continue to be associated with the 
disease. 

Much of the stigma is based on myths and 
misinformation. Imagine going to a hospital ER 
and hearing the term ‘‘frequent flyer’’ or ‘‘drug 
seeker’’ to describe someone who has had to 
return to the ER often for a Sickle Cell Crisis? 
Imagine being labeled a ‘‘drug addict’’ and 
being looked at as a common narcotic drug 
seeker because you require excess doses of 
narcotics as a form of treatment for crisis 
pain? Imagine being told, ‘‘You should be 
used to this pain by now!’’ These are just a 
sampling of stories shared by sickle cell dis-
ease sufferers. 

Persons with Sickle Cell Disease may face 
this stigma throughout their lives but especially 
immediately after transitioning from pediatric to 
adult care when coordination of health care 
services are limited or non-existent for this 
population. One way our Nation can make 
progress in addressing the issue of stigma 
and other issues related to Sickle Cell Disease 
is to identify the areas where we can move 
forward quickly while debating the broader 
areas of concern. 

That is why I urge Congress to reauthorize 
the Sickle Cell Disease Research, Surveil-
lance, Prevention, and Treatment Act of 2013 
(SCTA). The reauthorization of this bill will 

highlight the need to increase awareness and 
understanding of this disease, promote edu-
cation and research, provide funding for treat-
ment, new drugs and expand the development 
of transition services for adolescents to adult 
health care. 

As we consider our strategy toward improv-
ing care and treatment for Sickle Cell patients, 
I believe we must consider the long-term costs 
of stigma and other psychosocial issues. I ap-
plaud Sonja L. Banks, President and Chief 
Operating Officer of the Sickle Cell Disease 
Association of America, and the members of 
the organization for their efforts to promote 
awareness of this important issue. We must 
continue to educate ourselves, health care 
providers, school health nurses, and the busi-
ness community about the specific and broad 
aspects of this crippling and chronic disease 
and advocate for new discoveries, advance-
ments and breakthroughs for Sickle Cell, the 
most common and oldest inherited blood dis-
order. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 2, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $16,747,478,675,335.18. We’ve 
added $6,120,601,626,422.10 to our debt in 4 
years. This is $6.1 trillion in debt our nation, 
our economy, and our children could have 
avoided with a balanced budget amendment. 
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TRIBUTE TO STAYUNITED 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 2, 2013 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a nonprofit organization in Califor-
nia’s 33rd Congressional District, 
StayUNITED, and its founders, Mark and 
Ismini Svensson. 

StayUNITED has created a number of initia-
tives to improve lives in the United States and 
throughout the world. The organization has re-
cently launched an initiative entitled ‘50 Acts 
of Giving Back’ to promote voluntarism and 
demonstrate how social media can be used to 
transform the way acts of social good can be 
communicated and replicated across the 
globe. Mr. and Ms. Svensson are traveling to 
all 50 states and performing 50 acts of kind-
ness to encourage an online community to in-
spire others across state, national, and inter-
national lines to help make the world a better 
place. 

I ask that my colleagues join me in recog-
nizing the vision of Mark and Ismini Svensson 
and their commitment to charitable giving. 

CELEBRATING NICHOLAS SENN 
HIGH SCHOOL’S CENTENNIAL 
YEAR 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 2, 2013 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Nicholas Senn High 
School, an excellent Chicago Public High 
School in my district that is celebrating its cen-
tennial year. 

With its mission to develop life-long learners 
who value diversity and social awareness, 
Nicholas Senn High School is teaching its stu-
dents critical-thinking skills that allow them to 
be active, responsible, and productive citizens. 
For the past 100 years, Senn has been pro-
moting and supporting education for local stu-
dents, adapting to an ever changing, ever vi-
brant community. Today there are over 55 na-
tionalities represented and 35 languages spo-
ken at Senn High School. 

Senn High School recently became the first 
school in Chicago to offer a wall-to-wall Inter-
national Baccalaureate (IB) program, aided by 
a unique partnership with Loyola University, 
which provides a robust academic curriculum 
throughout the school. Senn students can also 
participate in Senn Arts, a Fine and Per-
forming Arts Magnet Program where creative 
Chicago students pursue artistic and academic 
excellence. The school ensures they are help-
ing all members of the diverse community by 
offering additional programs in Special Edu-
cation, ELL and Smaller Learning Community 
Programs. 

Over the past several years, Senn High 
School has seen major improvements under 
the leadership of Principal Susan Lofton. Senn 
was recently named among the city’s top high 
schools and is a Level 1 school, the highest 
designation possible. Superior leadership, ex-
cellent teachers, the partnership with Loyola 
and strong community support all helped to 
make Senn the school it is today. 

Nicholas Senn High School is celebrating 
these achievements with a centennial celebra-
tion and a fundraiser to aid them in accom-
plishing their future goals on Saturday, Octo-
ber 5th, 2013. I want to congratulate Nicholas 
Senn High School on its success over the last 
100 years and its lasting impact on the stu-
dents of the City of Chicago. 

I am proud to have Nicholas Senn High 
School in my district and wish for its continued 
growth and success. 
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THE HOPPERS—A NORTH 
CAROLINA MUSICAL TREASURE 

HON. HOWARD COBLE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 2, 2013 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, Oc-
tober 5, 2013, the town of Madison, North 
Carolina, will unveil an historical marker to 
honor a legendary musical family known as 
The Hoppers. I am proud to say that The Hop-
pers live in the Sixth District of North Carolina, 
and that I have been invited to participate in 
the unveiling of this plaque. 

The Hoppers, known as Hopper Brothers 
and Connie until 1981, are musical legends 
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